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Second protest group stakes its plot
by Christina Molina
Staff Writer

A crowd of 25 students gathered near the Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue Wednesday for
the first general assembly organized by students
known as Reclaim SJSU.
“We want students to organize on campus and
mainly focus on student rights,” said Sandra Huerta,
senior sociology major and one of the two organizers.
The assembly began with an Ohlone chant, drum
beating and incense burning around the Growing
Roots of Wellness club sustainability garden in front
of Clark Hall.
Huerta facilitated the meeting by laying out a set
of rules meant to make attendees feel comfortable
speaking and proposed an agenda for the meeting.
Race, gender, class, sexual orientation, age and
religion were among the topics to be discussed, according to Huerta.
“We hope to organize a collective that will be
able to carry out things like teachings, walk outs,
strikes and a community for students to help each
other out,” said junior history major Francisco Ruiz,
who is also an organizer of Reclaim SJSU.
The protestors of Occupy SJSU camping on the
statue lawn are not related to Reclaim SJSU, Huerta
said.
“We’re not with the folks sleeping out here,”
Huerta said. “It’s not realistic for students to come
out and camp when they have class, work and family so this is just for us to organize something on
campus.”
After each attendee stated their name and general interest in the cause, Huerta and Ruiz had three
groups of four to six people discuss amongst each
other what they felt were important issues that
needed to be addressed.
Ruiz and Huerta asked each group to come up
with solutions to the issues and address how they
would like to put these proposals into action.
“I think it’s too early to really come up with
solutions,” said Calvin Worsnup, senior computer
science major and vice president of Associated Stu-

Sixty years ago, a poor black
woman died at Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore, Maryland.
A victim of an aggressive cervical cancer, she left behind five children and was buried in an unmarked
grave, but not before a culture was
made of some of her cells without the
knowledge of her family in 1951.
She ultimately became one of the
most important figures in modern
science. Even so, most people didn’t
know her story for many years. Instead, they only knew the name of
her cell line, “HeLa.”
“The reason why they’re spelled
this way is because they were named
after Henrietta Lacks,” said Brandon
White, a professor of biology at SJSU
who uses HeLa cells in his lab for
student research. White conducted
a one-hour presentation about HeLa
cells at the Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
Library on Oct. 24.
“HeLa cells have been used to
study polio, HIV and influenza,
amongst many others,” White said.
“We use them to study cell death
processes, how genes are activated
and for recombinant protein expression.”
The unique nature of the cells
makes them valuable, he said.
“These cells are good for basic biomedical research and they are very
cheap and easy to grow compared to

Business
incubator
costs shift
to SJSU
Staff Writer

Jose Pinedo, center, talks to other students about “Reclaim SJSU” on Wednesday afternoon. The group aims to
address student rights through organization on campus. Photo by James Tensuan / Contributing Photographer

dents. “I think if we could propose key things we
want to address in future general assemblies, that
could be better because it also initiates forming future assemblies.”
A few topics that the organization plans to cover
in future assembly meetings are education costs
and fees, the environment and food system and financial crisis, Huerta said.
“Personally, I am a part of A.S. government and
a bunch of organizations so I hope that I can help
with the facilitation and creating a direction in
movement so that it’s more organized and we actually get things done rather than just talking and
have nothing come out of it,” Worsnup said.
Following the small group gatherings, at-

tendees sat in front of the statues while Ruiz and
Huerta addressed the proposals each group came
up with, which included graduation rates, making transfer units easier to accept and using
Facebook as a means to reach out to the campus
community.
Junior psychology major Trevor Kastrup said he
feels he is not being represented properly by political leaders and has gone as far as writing letters to
senators.
“I am one of the .001 percent of people that can
see a problem and actually wants to do something
about it,” Kastrup said. “Maybe some kind of letter

SEE RECLAIM PAGE 2

The story behind an
infamous line of cells
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other cancer cell lines,” he said, noting that the cells are able to replicate
endlessly under the right conditions
— which makes them ideal for use in
standardized research.
“There have been over 6,800 articles published about HeLa over the
years,” he said.
For several decades, the surviving members of the Lacks family had
no knowledge of the worldwide research and eventual commercialization of her cells.
That began to change in the mid
1970s with sporadic articles connecting HeLa cells to Henrietta Lacks, but
it wasn’t until 2010 that a book was
released chronicling both the dazzling history of HeLa cells and the
more somber tale of the Lacks family’s experiences following her death.
That book is The Immortal Life of
Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot,
and it’s the Fall 2011 selection of SJSU’s Campus Reading Program.
Scot Guenter, a professor of
American Studies and the head of the
Campus Reading Program committee, recommended the book, which
he said reflected the theme of “integrated learning” that is important to
SJSU’s new president, Mohammad
Qayoumi.
In an interview with Sarah Kyo,
a public affairs assistant at SJSU, he
said, “It deftly pulls together science,
medicine, African-American history,

SEE HeLa PAGE 2

A skull casting and a finished bust of an unidentified dead man currently under
investigation were the focus of a lecture on facial reconstruction presented by
Gloria Nusse, a San Francisco State lecturer and forensic facial reconstruction
specialist in Clark Hall Wednesday. Photo by Brittany Patterson / Spartan Daily

Lecturer shows students
how to reconstruct faces
by Leonard Lai
Senior Staff Writer

A facially reconstructed bust of an
unidentified dead man was revealed
Wednesday to room in Clark Hall
filled with 50 students.
The bust, made by lecturer Gloria Nusse from San Francisco State
University, was going to be given to
the San Francisco Police Department
in hopes that it will be used to help
identify who that man was.
Nusse gave a lecture about
the process of facial reconstruction, which was one of her lines of
work.
She showed the history of early
facial reconstruction using a slideshow about how early facial recon-

struction was used with mud and
porcelain being some of the earliest
materials used.
“Sometimes real hair was used,
when they could use it and they
would attach it to the mud death
masks,” Nusse said.
She said some of the basic ways of
reconstructing the face were to look
for details on the skull, such as nose
ridges, margins and teeth.
Skulls of different ancestries such
as caucasoid, negroid or mongoloid,
each have their own class of categories to how a skull may develop causing different facial tissues to form on
each skull, she said.
“The first criminalistic use of

SEE SKULL PAGE 8

This year, SJSU affiliates may have
found themselves saddled with a bundle of controversial business incubation programs that have cost the city
of San Jose tens of millions of dollars
due to questionable results.
The four programs began in 1994
as a partnership between the city’s
Redevelopment Agency and the SJSU
Research Foundation, with the intention of providing city-funded working environments for local start-up
companies, according to Richard Keit,
managing director of the agency.
The San Jose BioCenter, for example, is a fully equipped biological
laboratory which was paid for by the
Redevelopment Agency.
This April, San Jose Mayor Chuck
Reed issued a memo to his staff asking them to find a way to get the city
out of the programs, said city councilmember Sam Liccardo.
Liccardo said the Redevelopment
Agency held a hearing the following
June to discuss whether the agency
would continue to pay lease on the facilities for the San Jose BioCenter, one
of the four incubator programs.
According to Keit, the $400,000
lease on the BioCenter facility ends
next summer, and the $480,000 lease
for the facility containing the Environmental Business Cluster and the U.S.
Market Access Center ends two years
later.
Keit said the city now plans on renewing neither.
“The Redevelopment Agency has
fallen on hard times in recent years,
by virtue of a perfect storm of factors,”
Liccardo said, citing the recent economic recession.
Keit was more specific, citing a tax
increment financing system that was
vulnerable to lowered property values
brought on by the recession.
He also said the State of California
has cut $107 million from the agency’s
budget in the last seven years, $75 million of which was in the last two years.
“Legislation was passed that has
forced the RDA into extinction,” Mary
Sidney, chief operating officer of the
SJSU Research Foundation said.
The Research Foundation, which
according to Sidney has played a
strictly managerial role in the past,
now stands to inherit the costs that
had previously been paid by the Redevelopment Agency — namely the rent.

SEE INCUBATOR PAGE 8
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HeLa: Author visits campus, adds depth to story
The birth and
immortal life
of HeLa cells
1920

Henrietta Lacks’ cells were
taken from her body, used
for research, and later sold,
without her family’s consent.
Here are some of the key
dates in her story.

1930

1952

•HeLa cells shipped live through

postal mail, a medical first
•Original HeLa factory opened at
Tuskegee Institute
•Polio vaccine developed using HeLa cells

1940

1950

1971

1975

1996

Henrietta Lacks’ name
is correctly identified
for the first time by
the press

The Lacks family finds out
about the commercialization
of HeLa cells in a Rolling
Stone article for which they
were interviewed

The Health Insurance Portability
and Accountability Act is passed,
making publication of personal
medical records illegal

1960

1920

1951

1953

Henrietta Lacks born in Virginia

HeLa line first developed.
Shortly thereafter, Henrietta
Lacks dies of cervical cancer

HeLa cells become first
ever cloned cell culture

Source: The Immortal life of Henrietta
Lacks by Rebbeca Skloot

1970

1980

1973

•The Lacks family learns Henrietta’s
cells are alive
•Samples taken from Lacks family
without informed consent

1990

2000

2010

2010

1985

•Rebecca Skloot established the

Without the family’s
consent, portions of
Henrietta’s medical
records are published

Henrietta Lacks Foundation

•The Immortal Life of Henrietta
Lacks is published

Infographic by Matthew Gerring, information compiled by Matt Young

FROM PAGE 1
the procedure of journalistic
research and questions of ethics — and it is well written.”
White said he also read the
book when it was first published.
“I knew before the book a
little about the cells but did not
know the full history,” he said.
“One of the things this book does
talk about is solving the question
of who this person was.”
Skloot worked on the book
for about 10 years, researching
and interviewing both the family and the key people involved
in the development of the HeLa
line.
“I conducted more than a
thousand hours of interviews
with family and friends of Henrietta Lacks, as well as with
lawyers, ethicists, scientists
and journalists who’ve written
about the Lacks family,” Skloot
said of her work.
She found that a researcher
and medical doctor named
George Gey had made the discovery of the unusual nature
of HeLa cells. At the time, he
was working on developing
techniques to grow malignant
cells outside the body in order to study them, in hopes of
finding a cause and cure for
cancer.
The samples he obtained
from Lacks, one normal and

one cancerous, were cultured
like any other samples he received. While the normal cells
died, the HeLa cells grew at an
astonishing rate.
“They grew 20 times faster than Henrietta’s normal
cells,” Skloot said, who added
that Dr. Gey freely distributed HeLa cells to anyone who
asked for them thus making
them widely used around the
world and key in many pivotal
studies.
This success contrasted with
the difficult lives of the Lacks
family, who were in the dark
about the research being done
on their family member’s tissue
and already distrustful of hospitals and researchers.
“African-Americans who experienced life in the 1950s were
hardly ‘of one mind’ about
major institutions such as hospitals,” said Steven Millner, a
professor of African-American
studies. “There were some common themes, however, such as
a disdain for the second class
treatment afforded ‘Negroes’
by hospitals which was widely
shared.”
Millner said that poor treatment as second-class citizens
fed into the mistrust of hospitals in general.
“The Lacks family were not
alone in being suspicious of the

Molecular biology majors Anthony Bortolazzo and Marisa
Thompson observe Brandon White, assistant professor of biological sciences, transferring media — required to feed cells — into
containers. Photo by Dorian Silva / Spartan Daily

motives of hospital personnel
or government agencies connected to health care,” he said.
Though Dr. Gey tried to protect the family’s privacy by insisting that Lacks’ name not be
used in articles, her name was
eventually disclosed in an article about HeLa cells that ran
as a tribute to Dr. Gey a few
months after his death in November of 1970.
The family had grown up
poor and with limited education, Skloot said, and as information began to get to them in
various ways, they ended up
confused and angry, unable to
understand the various sensational headlines that had been
running in newspaper articles.

They often lacked health
coverage for themselves.
Henrietta Lacks’ son called
Johns Hopkins Hospital as
soon as the family first heard of
the cells in 1973.
Skloot reported that he
called the switchboard at Hopkins, saying, “I’m calling about
my mother, Henrietta Lacks –
you got some of her cells alive
in there.” He hung up after the
operator told him she didn’t
have any record about that,
Skloot said.
Not long after that call, researchers talked the family
into giving blood, according to
Skloot; the family was under
the understanding that they
were being screened for can-

cer, and no one clarified what
it was about.
In the following years, the
family found themselves the
focus of researchers and journalists, and became more and
more distrustful of people who
seemed to only want to exploit
them, Skloot said. They were
featured in stories in magazines
such as Rolling Stone and Science.
As they learned more about
the research and all of the discoveries related to HeLa cells
through their contact with reporters, they also discovered
the cells were worth a large
amount of money, Skloot said.
“They became convinced
that George Gey and Johns
Hopkins had stolen their mother’s cells and made millions
selling them,” she said.
Since that time, the concept
of “informed consent” has been
defined, and today there are
many release forms in use at
hospitals, though that hasn’t
changed the nature of who exactly owns leftover tissues and
cells. In most cases, any tissue
that is parted from a body is
property of the hospital. The
difference is in the medical releases that people are given
today.
“The drama does have to
be put in a historical perspec-

tive,” White said. “The rules
that have been put in place for
monitoring and checking on
ethical misconduct really were
put in place or not enforced until many years after Henrietta
Lacks.”
For a long time after Skloot
first contacted them, the Lacks
family was suspicious of her intentions, Skloot said, and they
were convinced she was working for Johns Hopkins.
They only really came to a
sense of peace after many years
of contact with Skloot, she said,
since she took the time to explain things to them and since
they were able to do research of
their own.
Skloot set up the Henrietta Lacks Foundation before
the publication of her book to
help the family through grants
for education, health care, and
other needs. Outside of that the
family never profited from the
development and use of HeLa
cells, she said.
She said they aren’t interested in stopping all HeLa research, which they realize will
continue to benefit mankind,
just as it has in labs all over the
world.
“My lab uses the HeLa cells
in a variety of basic biomedical
research,” White said. “My lab
will always use the cells.”
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Benny Krasno, 20,
rallies students
to write their
opinions on a
cardboard sign
for Occupy SJSU
near the Tommie
Smith and John
Carlos Statue.
The Occupy
SJSU protest is
a seperate group
unaffiliated with
Reclaim SJSU
which gathered in
the same space
on Wednesday.
Photo by James
Tensuan /
Contributing
Photographer

RECLAIM: Students organize
FROM PAGE 1

that people could sign saying
we are unhappy and we want
our voices heard.”
Julian Rosenberg, a senior
mechanical engineering major,
said petitioning isn’t enough to
invoke change.
“I think no more lobbying and more transparency as
to where politician’s money
is coming from is important,”
Rosenberg said.
Rupy Kaloti, a senior industrial design major, said students

are educating political leaders
by protesting and feel that the
more they see students going
against their ways, the more
conscious they will become.
“I think humans generally
want to do good but are corrupted by money and other
things,” Kaloti said.
Kaloti said voting politicians
into office who people believe
in will benefit future generations.
“I think voting is important,
but I don’t feel a lot of people

do vote, especially in our generation,” Kastrup said in response to Kaloti.
Ruiz and Huerta are the
only organizers behind this
event and have yet to seek or
receive support from campus
organizations.
“We haven’t been endorsed,”
Huerta said. “It’s just us trying
to start something up on campus.”
The Reclaim SJSU assemblies will continue to meet at
1:30 p.m. by the Smith and
Carlos Statue on Wednesdays.
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CANNES, France — They
had hoped to use the occasion
to turn the page on the European debt crisis, to focus their attention on the struggling global
economy and find a formula for
collective action that would get
businesses to hire and consumers to spend.
Instead, leaders of 20 major
economies who gathered in
Cannes for their annual summit find themselves once again
preoccupied with Greece’s financial and political problems,
fighting a fire they had hoped
was on its way to being contained.
The gravity of Greece’s latest
debt problem was evident here,
a day after its prime minister,
George Papandreou, shocked
regional leaders by announcing
he would put a European rescue plan for his indebted nation
before voters in a referendum.
After a hastily called meeting with Papandreou, European
leaders led by German Chancellor Angela Merkel and French
President Nicolas Sarkozy said
they would release the next installment of emergency funds
to Greece only after the vote. If
Greece doesn’t get the money
by early December, analysts
said, the country will default.
Papandreou told reporters at
a separate briefing that the referendum would take place Dec.
4 and would be centered on
whether Greece should remain
in the Eurozone.
On the timing and substance
of the referendum, he appeared
to have yielded to demands
from Merkel and Sarkozy. Previously, Greek government officials had talked about focusing
the vote on the bailout agreement, a far less popular proposition with Greek citizens. And
they had talked about holding
the vote in January.
“I believe that the Greek
people are wise and capable of
making the right decision,” Papandreou told reporters.
Still, “there is a very serious
chance the Greeks could say
‘no’ to the bailout deal,” said
Howard Archer, chief European economist at IHS Global
Insight in London. Economists
fear that outcome would lead to
a Greek default and its departure from the 17-nation Eurozone, actions that would plunge
the currency union and the
global economy into uncharted
waters.
“This significantly increases
the risk that this could all end
in tears,” Archer said.
Should the Eurozone bailout falter, Americans would be
among the hardest hit by ripple effects. U.S. exports to the
27-nation European Union total more than $400 billion, and
American banks are exposed to
the tune of $2.7 trillion in loans
and other commitments to the
Eurozone.

Andrea Gale, right, and Ahmar Quadir, both political science seniors at San Jose State University,
watch the presidential election results at the house of James Brent, a political science professor,
on Tuesday (Nov. 2, 2004) evening. Photo by Tomomi Tsuda / File Photo

Above: The electoral presidential race between President George
W. Bush and his Democratic rival John Kerry left voters in suspense
after the Republican’s total electoral votes were delayed at 254. The
race was too close to call at print time, but Bush ended up being reelected for his second term as president of the United States.

Man suffers a red light death
Consumed by a seemingly
unending series of troubles
over Europe’s debt woes, global
leaders including President
Barack Obama, who is slated
to attend the sessions, have
barely begun to tackle the serious economic imbalances and
other structural problems that
are at the heart of the world’s
jobs crisis.
Even more complicated, the
belt-tightening policies being demanded by the stronger
economies in the Eurozone are
not only encountering greater
resistance from voters but may
also stifle growth and worsen
and prolong the economic
problems.
Policy experts warned ahead
of the G-20 summit that labor
markets around the world
were likely to start weakening
again, a devastating prospect
especially for young workers.
Unemployment among those
16 to 24 years old in the G-20
countries has reached epidemic
proportions, from nearly 20
percent in the U.S., Turkey and
Argentina to almost 50 percent
in Spain and South Africa.
“Employment growth perspectives are weakening as
recovery slows,” said the International Labor Office and the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development.
National leaders have been
similarly talking about the importance of growth. British
Prime Minister David Cameron
has insisted that it’s important
for countries to expand their
economies and stop worshiping at the anti-inflation altar.
The most helpful thing the
U.S. can do for the G-20 is to
get the global economy pointed
in the right direction, Obama
wrote in a recent opinion piece

in the Financial Times. And
he said that means getting the
American economy growing
faster.
Yet in many ways Obama
faces the same troubling internal politics as many of his
European counterparts. His
latest $447-billion jobs package
doesn’t stand much chance of
passage.
Obama and other leaders
had hoped that last week’s announcement by European leaders of a bailout plan for Greece
and others would provide
breathing room to work on
such issues as expanding trade
and fixing long-term structural
imbalances.
With the exception of Germany, the West’s only economic juggernaut, and the
Scandinavian countries, which
are too small to have an effect
on the problem, most Western
countries have lagged far behind Asia and other developing
regions in growth and competitiveness. They have used debt
and opaque financial practices
to finance a standard of living
and public services their sagging productivity could not
support.
Now, the stability of governments and many of Europe’s
biggest banks are threatened
because they hold mountains
of debt that financial markets
are no longer sure will be paid
back.
The result is a Catch-22 in
which the austerity required
by many countries to solve the
problem is politically unpalatable. And China — the one
country with mountains of
cash and the political freedom
to act if it chose to — is unlikely
to make more than a token gesture to help the Europeans.

A 43-year-old man was killed by a Silver Saturn Ion which ran a red
light while heading southbound at the intersection of Tenth and
South Salvador streets. The man was said to be crossing while the
“Don’t walk” light was blinking.

Athletics director retires
SJSU opened a nationwide search for a new athletics director after
Chuck Bell announced his retirement as of Dec. 1st. Bell served as
athletics director at SJSU for six years, beginning in 1998.
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Coach Mac Corner: Faulkner to lead rebound against Idaho
by Ron Gleeson
Sports Editor

The Spartan football team
lost a pivotal game in Western Athletic Conference play
on Saturday — a 38-28 defeat
to a Louisiana Tech squad
that going into the game had
an identical record to SJSU,
both overall and in zzconference.
SJSU (3-5, 2-2 WAC) now
finds itself in the bottom
half of the WAC standings,
looking up at the third-place
Louisiana Tech.
Five turnovers in the
game against Louisiana Tech
contributed to the loss, and
head coach Mike MacIntyre
said holding on to the football is key as the Spartans
set out to win three of their
last four to become bowl eligible.
“We got to take that away,
and if we do, we win the
football game,” he said of giving up the ball on turnovers.
“We’ve been working on it,
we just got to get rid of it.”
Four of those turnovers
came on interceptions thrown
by senior quarterback Matt
Faulkner.
MacIntyre said the interceptions thrown by Faulkner
were not always his fault,
and added there is “no doubt”
Faulkner will be the starting
quarterback come Saturday
afternoon.
“The quarterback position
is sort of a feast for famine
spot,” MacIntyre said. “He
has done a good job so far. It
is a combination of everyone
on defense doing their jobs.”
MacIntyre said he was
proud of the late-game effort
the team gave, preventing
Louisiana Tech from running away with the score of
the game.

Senior quarterback Matt Faulkner joyfully looks up at the crowd following SJSU’s
thrilling 28-27 win over Hawaii on Oct. 14 at Spartan Stadium. Faulkner threw four

“It looked for second like
they were going to run away
with the game, but our kids
took the momentum back,” he
said. “The whole mood of the
stadium began to change and
we had a chance to come back
but we didn’t get it done.”
Two of SJSU’s last four
games are at home, beginning
this Saturday as the Spartans
welcome the Idaho Vandals
(1-7, 0-4 WAC) to Spartan Stadium.
The Spartans lost to the
Vandals in Moscow, Idaho,
in a disappointing overtime
loss last season — a game that

ended with a touchdown pass
after SJSU went ahead with a
field goal in the first overtime
period.
“It still stings in our gut
the way we lost the football
game,” MacIntyre said.
On top of a somewhat
turnover-prone passing game,
SJSU has another worry in its
running game, recording just
12 yards on 17 attempts Saturday at Louisiana Tech.
“The linebackers were better in person than what I saw
in the film,” MacIntyre said.
“They made a lot of good
plays for them — (our) run-

Women’s golf finishes fifth
The SJSU women’s golf team
finished in fifth place in its final
tournament of the fall semester
at the Rainbow Wahine Invitational at Kapolei Golf Course in
Kapolei, Hawaii.
Senior Madeleine Ziegert shot
a final-round one-over par 73 on
Wednesday to finish at three-under par for the tournament and
capture a second place finish.
Ziegert bogeyed three of her
first 11 holes, but birdied the par3 15th hole and made par of the
final three holes.
“Putting was key for me during these three rounds,” Ziegert
said in a post-round interview
following Wednesday’s final
round. “I didn’t always hit the
ball where I needed, but I needed
up usually making a good score
on the hole.”
Freshman Megan Osland finished 20th for the tournament
with a nine-over performance,

leading to her second top-20 finish of the season.
Sophomore Rachel Reali finished 32nd with a total score of
230.
Meanwhile, sophomore Tiffany Nichols finished 45th with a
237 and freshman Jordanne Barr
rounded out the Spartan competitors, finishing at 51st with a final
score of 240.
Spartan head coach John Dormann said he was very impressed
with Ziegert’s performance.
“With everything (Ziegert)
has gone through personally and
to play the way she has the last
three tournaments, I am very
proud of her and am expecting
more good things next semester,”
he said.

Information compiled from
SJSU Athletics.

2011 Rainbow Wahine
Invitational
Final team standings:
1. UCLA: 849
2. Washington: 869
3. Stanford: 883
4. Florida Int.: 892
5. SJSU: 904
6. BYU: 905
7. Mercer: 909
8. Sacramento St: 920
9. CSU Fullerton: 923
10. Rutgers: 938
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NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY - CASH ON THE SPOT - FRIENDLY BUYERS
Photo: JENNY ZHOU
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Fashion Recycled
SAN JOSE: 1959 west san carlos 408.292.6100
SAN JOSE: 1008 blossom hill rd #e 408.269.1000
www.crossroadstrading.com

interceptions in the Spartans’ loss Saturday to Louisiana Tech, but finished with 327
yards on 33 of 49 passing and three touchdowns. Photo by Jason Reed / File Photo

ning backs couldn’t get going.”
The Spartans will aim to
get the running game back
full-bore for this weekend’s
game against the Vandals by
attempting to get into the
second level of Idaho’s defense and hit their linebackers, MacIntyre said.
He said the key to getting
the offense back on its feet is
not to force bad passes while
the running game remains
dormant.
“We are going to try and
not force the ball down as
much and dump it down a lit-

tle more,” he said. “Drop back
and live with the running
backs trying to gain some
yards off the dumps.”
MacIntyre is confident
Faulkner will rebound with a
solid game against Idaho.
“He bounces back,” MacIntyre said. “He came back
at Colorado State after
throwing an interception on
the previous drive — he did
nearly the same against Hawaii. He’s able to get over it.”
In contrast to a faulty
Spartan run game, SJSU will
aim for improving its run defense against Idaho.

“We need to cut down on
the number of snaps they
take,” MacIntyre said. “Idaho
is trying to run the ball much
more, and they’ve had success early. We need shore
up our mistakes and be more
consistent stopping the run.”
Kick off on Saturday will
be 1 p.m., and MacIntyre said
he and the team are pumped
to set foot back on home
turf.
“We’re excited for playing at home,” he said. “We’ve
been playing well at home
and we’re hoping to keep that
going in the right direction.”
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‘The Rum Diary’
delivers despite
Hollywood cliches
by Nate Morotti
Opinion Editor

A beautiful girl, a discontent
journalist, corrupt business
deals and a tropical paradise.
These are the elements that
make up “The Rum Diary,” the
newest film starring Hollywood A-lister Johnny Depp.
The film takes place in the
American territory of Puerto
Rico in 1960, during a time of
political unrest as the country
faces political duality and the
gradual intake of American
businesses who are trying to
take advantage of the country’s
desirable beaches.
The story follows the tale of
idealistic Paul Kemp (played by
Depp), a failed novelist and exreporter for the New York Daily News, who moves to Puerto
Rico to work for the San Juan
Star, a struggling English publication.
The plot of the film is split
up in three ways between
Kemp’s moral outrage at the
way the residents are treated
by the American capitalists
who are looking to make a
cheap dollar; a love affair with
the fiancé of a powerful publicrelations consultant (played by
Aaron Eckhart); and Kemp’s
uphill battle with both his
wonderfully outrageous coworkers and the amount of
homemade rum they provide
him with.

“The Rum Diary” is the third
film based off the writings and
exploits of Hunter S. Thompson, following “Fear and Loathing in Las Vegas,” another film
featuring Depp as the face to
Thompson’s psychedelic rantings, and “Where the Buffalo
Roam”, a semi-biopic film featuring Bill Murray portraying
Thompson.
Those expecting “The Rum
Diary” to have the same level of
drug-infused dialog and nonlinear storytelling as “Fear and
Loathing” will be sorely disappointed.
Despite being written by a
man who was famous for his
lack of discrimination towards
substances that entered his
body,” The Rum Diary” is actually quite the cookie-cutter
style romantic comedy.
This is mostly due to the fact
that this was the first attempt
at a novel by Thompson, who
was 22 years old and still trying to hone his skills in the art
of storytelling when he reportedly finished writing it.
This is also the first film
of the three to not have Dr.
Thompson as a creative consultant, as the film premiered six
years after his death in 2005.
In addition, the film also
bears the heavy handed mark
of Hollywood interference.
The love story in the film
has the distinct scent of being
largely over-played for the sake
of ticket sales.
Despite this, the positive

Johnny Depp (center) stars as Paul Kemp, a journalist who comes
to Puerto Rico to cover the political unrest taking place in 1960.

qualities of the film far outweigh those imposed by the
Hollywood money-munchers.
One of the best attributes of
this film is the fact that it does
not try to ride on the coattails
of its cult-classic predecessors,
in the sense that the film does
actually focus on the events of
the story and works to build it’s
world around the story, instead
of trying to overplay the zaniness of the author.
The film definitely stands on
its own as a crazy adventure
through a social and political
war zone.
So if you are in the mood
for a film that stimulates both
the cerebral and visual cortexes, or if you just want to see
what a look into the mind of a
then young Hunter S. Thompson was like, “The Rum Diary”
comes highly recommended to
you.

The film also stars Giovanni Ribisi (left) and Michael Rispoli (right).
Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

Amber Heard (above) stars as Chenault, the fiancee of a wealthy American public relations consultant
named Sanderson, played by Aaron Eckhart. Photo courtesy of allmoviephoto.com

Notable movies to
look out for this month

Title

Date

“Tower Heist”
“J. Edgar”
“Immortals”
“Happy Feet 2”
“Hugo”
“The Muppets”

Nov. 4
Nov. 9
Nov. 11
Nov. 18
Nov. 23
Nov. 23

Celebrating a Golden Age of
Science and Technology

Now Open
Limited Engagement
thetech.org
Challenge
Misconceptions
with Our New
Lecture Series

Dates compiled by moviefone.com
Presented by

Spirit of Silicon Valley

®

In association with
Team San Jose
Media Sponsor
NBC Bay Area

Community Partners
Muslim Community Association
West Valley Muslim Association
Islamic Networks Group
Muslim American Society
The Council on American Islamic Relations
South Bay Islamic Association
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Don’t let stress get to you
By
Margaret
Baum

Before you know it, time passes by
By
Daniel
Herberholz

When my sister called me
to exclaim that she passed
her driver’s permit test, it
dawned on me.
I’m getting old.
OK, not that old — I’m still
a young man. But old enough
to see my younger sibling approach and accomplish a relatively important step in our
modern American lives and
feel strange about it.
In moments such as these
— the realization that time is
passing — I often turn to the
wisdom of classic rock bands.
“Time doesn’t wait for me,
it keeps on rolling,” crooned
the late Brad Delp on a hit
single by Boston.
Rolling like the wheels of
the car my sister is driving,
away from a childhood in
which she was so unbelievably adorable that I took a
framed copy of my favorite
portrait of her on an extended trip to Israel.
Mick Jagger agreed with
Delp in a song by the Rolling Stones: “Time waits for
no one, and it won’t wait for
me.”

It certainly won’t wait
for my sister who, after going through our rough family history, is prepared for
this world in more ways than
most girls her age.
Then there’s the famous
Pink Floyd track simply
called “Time.”
“You are young and life
is long and there is time
to kill today,” sang David
Gilmour, referring to the
feeling to which many
people have fallen prey. “And
then the one day you find
10 years have got behind
you.”
A decade ago my sister
hadn’t yet gone to school, I
still had a lisp and the Arizona Diamondbacks had just
won the World Series.
Recently my best friend
called me up, at 1 a.m. no less,
to relay to me her realization that we had been close
friends for a full decade.
Boy does time fly.
Every six months or so, I’ll
look back over the past half
year and take in the changes
my life has undergone.
I’ll think about the new
friends I’ve made, and the
friends with whom I’ve lost
touch.
I’ll think about the noteworthy events (weddings,
holidays, concerts) I banked
on attending, and those trag-

ic moments (breakups, car
accidents, terrible movies) I
never expected to experience.
I’ll think about the fact
that my plans are far more
fluid than I’d like, and that
my future is far less sure than
I’d hoped.
This all has a great deal to
do with my mindset as the
time itself goes on.
As much as I enjoy living
in the moment, my brain often views what has passed
and what is yet to come
as more dramatic than the
present. Even though I often will discourage myself
from overanalyzing the past
or attempting to predict the
future, it usually just plain
doesn’t work.
But something as basic as
my sister getting her driver’s
permit is, in reality, subject
to neither analysis nor prediction.
She got her permit. That
is it.
And yet it sets me up for a
long train of thought.
I remember when it
was my elders telling me,
“You got your permit? Oh
my, I need to stay off the
roads.”
What has happened to
me, that I find myself saying
those same words to my sister? I can’t even stop my lips
from moving as I do so.

My mom and her best
friend once discussed me
moving into adulthood upon
earning my license. I recall
my mother being both proud
and distraught, confused as
to how her son grew up “so
fast.”
Now I want to ask my sister, how in the hell did you
become a young woman so
freaking fast?
The fact that I had that
quandary makes me think: no
wonder I feel old.
Whenever I get riled up
about this, I flip on some Led
Zeppelin in an attempt to
cool down.
“Then as it was, then again
it will be,” whispers Robert
Plant.
And of course, Zep always
knows how to make me feel
better — this time, with “Ten
Years Gone.”
Plant has some advice:
“Though the course may
change sometimes, rivers always reach the sea.”
Whether I worry about
how quickly time comes and
goes, things will work out as
they should.
But I’ll still be cautious of
driving the streets my sister
frequents.
At least that way I won’t
be forced to remember how
grown-up my cute baby sister is becoming.

It’s that time of year once
again.
It’s getting colder outside,
Halloween has just passed and
people are already gearing up for
Thanksgiving.
For most students, midterms
are being handed back and professors are bringing up those
term papers that are supposed to
be almost completed.
Take a look around, almost
every person walking by is tired.
Students are dragging themselves from class to class and
trying their hardest to keep their
head above water.
Stress — it’s what everyone is
thinking about.
People deal with stress in different ways, but not everyone
deals with it well.
According to counseling services at SJSU stress can affect
a student’s mental, emotional,
physical and social functioning.
In the short term, it can also
motivate you, according to counseling services website.
I am one of those people who
falls directly in the middle.
Stress does two things to me:
it motivates me and it distracts
me by causing me to become sick
and extremely tired.
The more stressed out I am,
the harder I work — but at the
same time, the more stressed I
am the sicker I get.
It’s a vicious cycle that seems
to never end.
Most of us know the feeling:
You run to class to hear your professor tell the class they better
be on track with the term paper
that is worth 40 percent of your
grade.
You checked out the books,

but never even began to do your
research.
You suddenly become so
stressed that you want to pull
your hair out.
This is me. I am the epitome
of stress. Some would call me a
stress ball.
Things that might not stress
most people stress me out.
Recently I learned a huge life
lesson the hard way.
You can’t let the stress get
to you. You can’t let it consume
you.
I recently got myself into a
situation where I was behind in
one of my classes and because I
was so focused on catching up in
that class I let myself fall behind
in another class.
I let the stress get to me.
It made me feel like I was going crazy.
You always hear people say
that if you get too far behind you
might never actually catch up.
It’s true — at least for me.
I decided the only way I was
going to make it through this
semester was if I took ahold of
myself and dealt with the stress.
Things happen. Life happens.
I went for a swim the other
day, which was so helpful.
I focused on the strokes and
the movement of the water and
that let me take my mind off of
everything else.
I decided to go back to the
gym and started waking up at
6:30 a.m. to do some cardio with
my roommate.
It was amazing.
The energy from that workout lasted the whole day and I
felt a little less stressed.
I urge you, if you are one of
these stressed out students, take
the motivation that can come
from that stress and use it to
your advantage.
Get active. Work out, do some
yoga even, release some stress.
Do what you need to do to get
through the semester.

Today’s Crossword Puzzle

@5GG=98G
Housing

Sudoku

Employment

SJSU International House
One block from campus.

CAMPUS JOB FOR SPRING
2012 SPARTAN DAILY DELIVERY

US & International Students

POSITION.
Student needed

6:30am-

Safe. Friendly. Homelike.

8:30am, Monday-Thursday on

Intercultural experience.
Wireless Internet Access.

school days to deliver Spartan
Daily to campus newsstands.

Computer lab. Study room.
Student Kitchen.

Must have current driver’s
license with clean record and

Assigned parking (fee).
One semester contract.

be able to pass safe driving
online course requirement.

Apply now! 360 S. 11th St.
924-6570 or

Student must be able to lift
bundles of newspapers. Living

http//: sjsu.edu/ihouse

on or near campus and classes
after 9:00am essential. Paid
training will be completed

Do not
:CF;9H
7@5GG=98G
5F9*:CF
GHI89BHG

before the end of this semester.
APPLY NOW! Spartan Daily
Business Ofﬁce, Dwight Bentel
Hall Room 203 Mon-Thur
10:00am to 3:00pm.
$$ Sperm Donors Wanted $$
Earn up to $1,200/month and
help create families. Convenient Palo Alto location. Apply

Previous Puzzle Solved

How to Play

Complete the grid
so that every row,
column and 3 by
3 box contains
every digit from 1
to 9 inclusively.
Check back daily
for new sudoku
puzzles and
solutions.

online: www.SPERMBANK.com
DISCLAIMER
The Spartan Daily makes no claim for products
or services advertised below nor is there any
guarantee implied. The classified columns of the
Spartan Daily consist of paid advertising and offers
are not approved or verified by the newspaper.
Certain advertisements in these columns may
refer the reader to specific telephone numbers or
addresses for additional information. Classified
readers should be reminded that, when making
these further contacts, they should require
complete information before sending money for
goods or services. In addition, readers should
carefully investigate all firms offering employment
listings or coupons for discount vacations or
merchandise.

Food Service/Espresso Bar/
Host
PT positions in Sunnyvale
restaurant
Flexible hours $11.50 to start
Call Wendy at (408)733-9331

Call us at 408.924.3270
or
Visit us in DBH 209

ACROSS
1. Trafﬁc bottlenecks
5. Some hyphenated IDs
9. Santa in California
14. Article that may list survivors, in brief
15. Interruptive sound
16. Comedy club serving
17. Five-in-a-row game
18. Border-crossing pass
19. Smart guy?
20. Pachyderm’s protrusion
23. Kind of bag, bank or bar
24. Designer’s bottom line?
25. Audit expert’s letters
28. “National Velvet” author
Bagnold
30. Sight and smell
35. Protective device in a
race car
37. Cement ﬁnisher’s tool
38. Enthralled by
39. Used an armchair
41. “Two Mules for Sister ___”
42. Beetle considered divine
by ancient Egyptians
45. Nutty place
48. Big name in chicken
49. Without
50. “Game, ___ and match”
51. Mustangs go nowhere
without it
53. Toboggan
55. Monopoly square
62. Radiating glows
63. Came down, as onto a
perch
64. “I’ve ﬁnished,” on a radio
65. Absorb facts
66. Nevada’s Biggest Little City
67. Children’s head pests
68. Small land mass
69. Consequently; therefore
70. “... or ___!” (threat)
DOWN

Previous Puzzle Solved

1. “A man walks into a bar” 34. Personal point of view
36. “The ___ of the Rings”
story, often
40. Browning over a ﬁre
2. Cain’s brother
or grill
3. Possessive overused
43. Make larger
by kids
4. Respects the red light 44. “___ Geste”
5. Flat grassland in tropi- 46. “I’m ___ happy to help”
47. Tiny fraction of a min.
cal regions
52. Part of a drum set
6. Noisy parties
54. Fierce wild dog
7. Digs made of twigs
55. Pool sticks
8. Hard shot
56. Word with “history” or
9. Ladies’ man
“hygiene”
10. Humdinger
11. Revival meeting shout 57. Stable parent?
58. Actor Robert of “The
12. Music style
Sopranos”
13. Craft for couples
59. “... deliver us from ___”
21. Hic-hoc link
(line from the Lord’s Prayer)
22. Reason to cram
60. Larger fractions of a min.
25. Like fresh iceberg
61. “A ___ Grows in Brooklettuce
lyn”
26. Explorer de Leon
62. Self-proclaimed “Great27. “I do” site
est” boxer
29. Passes out cards
31. Beyond curious
32. Cleans, as a deck
33. Unsettlingly strange
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When does being a fan turn into a true obsession?
By
Leonard
Lai

Like many words out there, “fan”
has a variable degree of what it
means.
I’m a fan of Girls’ Generation, and
have previously written about how I
got into the Korean pop group.
It wasn’t until I went to New York
to see them in concert that I really
saw and had to reconsider what that
word really meant.
Yes, I flew out of state for the
sole purpose of going to a concert.
Was I crazy? Probably. Was I stupid for doing this? Yes. These were
the thoughts that swam through my
murky and bogged mind while on my
flight to JFK Airport.
I listen to their music, watch their
shows, follow their Facebook and
Twitter groups, read about their interests and, even knew the ninemember groups heights in ascending
order. Sunny, Tae Yeon, Tiffany, Hyo
Yeon, Jessica, Yoona, Yuri, Seo Hyun
and finally Soo Young.
Hopefully at this point I would be
considered a fan, but that didn’t seem
enough once I got to New York.
After a few days of exploring the

city, my friend had called me up telling me she knew the time the Girls’
flight would get into JFK and asked
me if I wanted to go with her and
her friends to see their arrival, and I
thought, “Sure, why not.”
Upon our arrival there was already a crowd of people with banners
and signs preparing cheers for their
arrival.
I asked my friends what their plans
were after we witnessed the arrival of
the Girls’, and I was hoping the response would be more along the lines
of grabbing some food or continuing
our exploration of New York.
“Oh, we’re going to get a cab and
follow them to their hotel to see
where they’re staying,” was the response I heard.
“What are you talking about, I’m
going to camp out on Fifth Ave. and
wait for them to go shopping in the
morning so I can meet them,” said her
friend.
I was somewhat bothered by these
statements.
I was a fan, but at the same time
I respected the Girls’ enough as human beings that I would give them
their privacy.
It was slowly sinking in that the
fans at the airport were going beyond
obsession, that they were all thinking the same thing as well, grabbing
a cab and following them, staying out

in front of predicted places where the
Girls’ would shop in the morning.
I was getting disturbed and pushed
back into a neutral state of mind toward the situation.
Eventually after their flight had
landed, the Girls’ were brought
out through a gate different from
the one they were supposed to exit
from, although it didn’t help that
the bus driving them to their hotel
was bright neon pink, as fans were
already crowded outside waiting for
them.
“Bring the Girls’ out, bring the
Girls’ out!” This was chanted repeatedly by fans, once the Girls’ had
boarded their bus.

“

When the concert finally came,
the ‘fans’ around me had put
a damper on the experience
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“Now, were these fans or not?” I
wondered.
If they were really fans, they
would know that prior to arriving at
JFK, the girls had performed nearly
every single day at a different location in the prior week, with them los-
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ing their voices for a performance,
and several of the members under the
influence of the flu as well, and these
fans demanded that the jet-lagged
Girls’ come out of the bus?
They’re human like you and me,
and even though fans view them as
goddesses, they have limitations and
get fatigued like everyone else.
One of the people next to me was
crying, crying because she said she finally got to see them in person, while
on my other side one of the airport
personal was mocking the crowd by
cheering “bring the Girls’ out” in a
sarcastic matter.
Everything at this point was getting out of hand to me.
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With their bus leaving, and my
friends hailing a cab to chase after
them, I, in my disgusted demeanor,
set off to the Air Train that would
drop me off at the subway, and upon
arrival I heard airport personal talking amongst themselves.

“That’s the craziest thing I’ve ever
seen,” one said.
I walked up to him questioning
that statement.
After all I was at JFK, a place that
many famous people have come
through and I was sure that at some
point when the Rolling Stones came
in, Michael Jackson had walked
through, surely there were more
than a crowd of 100 people waiting
for them.
“Like I’ve said, that was the craziest thing I’ve ever seen,” he reiterated.
After meandering around Times
Square and returning to my hotel,
I had checked the Girls’ Facebook
page, and noticed people had uploaded photos of a crowd of people waiting outside the hotel.
The story goes that at some point
in the night, Katy Perry had stopped
by the crowd in her limousine, and
had asked the crowd who it was
waiting for.
“Girls’ Generation,” followed by
all the cheering from the crowd was
what Ms. Perry heard, and since she
didn’t know who they were, shrugged
her shoulders, rolled up her window
and drove off into the night.
When the concert finally came, the
“fans” around me had put a damper
on the experience.
I knew that I wasn’t on their level
of fandom, that I did not scream my
head off at every little thing uttered
on stage.
I was more interested in looking
around the inside of Madison Square
Garden then I was at watching the
performance itself.
Wondering what a Patrick Division was for hockey, seeing the
Knicks banner and uttering “F*%K
the Knicks” were the things occupying my mind as the Girls’ sang and
danced, as MSG struggled to remain
stable as 14,999 fans screamed inside.
The concert was great, but I myself had separated myself at this
point from it, with my head resting
on my fist as I looked like someone
who was dragged into watching a
“Twilight” marathon.
It seems that fans forgot a little
word called “respect.”
It would be nice, if we could think
of the performers needs more, such
as space, time for rest and knowing
that most likely they want to be left
alone instead of having everyone become essentially their stalkers.
While performers need to maintain their own image, it’s up to the
fans to help maintain that image with
some self control and not show up
mysteriously in their beds when they
get back to their hotel like what has
happened to some performers in the
past, creating a scandal.
Maybe it was my seat at the concert, maybe it was the screaming people, but really at the time I had felt
no different than if I were at home
watching the online stream of it.
In a way if that’s what it means
to be a fan, maybe it’s better left that
way.
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SKULL: How to get a head in forensics
FROM PAGE 1
facial reconstruction occurred in
1916 in New York, when a bust
was made of a missing woman,
whom was immediately identified right away by her family,”
Nusse said.
It wasn’t until Milton Krogman deeloped a method in 1948
to measure tissue depth which
allowed him to more accurately
gauge what the thickness and
depth of skin would be on all the
separate parts to a skull.
Tony Ma, a senior justice
studies major, said he thought
it was interesting that facial reconstruction was more than one
field.
“It’s osteology, it’s forensics,
it’s histology, all incorporated
into one science, which takes
years and years of dedication
and education to be at this point
where you can help society and
help victims,” Ma said.
Nusse said recent advances
in technology have allowed facial econstruction to be easier.
“CAT scans and ultrasound
allow us to perform tests on
more subjects than before,” she
said. “Before it wasn’t as easy to
analyze facial structures on children because their bones aren’t
as developed or some of the
skull was too smooth, but now
with this technology we have
access to this information.”
Nusse said she has worked on
reconstructing faces for many
cases before, which on average
takes anywhere from 30 to 50
hours per bust and sometimes
means having to make one with
only a fraction of a skull.
“There was a girl who was
beaten pretty bad one time,” she
said. “We only had a top quarter
of her skull, the mandibles were
completely gone, but using the

techniques and charts that I had,
I tried to accurately recreate
what I could. When I don’t have
everything, I can only make averages based on what I have.”
Courtney Streeter, a senior
forensic chemistry major, said
she thought it was nice to see
another option for forensic science students.
“The way she reconstructs
skulls is interesting, along with
her method of combining data
sheets for facial recognition,”
Streeter said.
Nusse said she will sometimes work on multiple facial
reconstructions, but will always
cover all the ones she is not currently working on.
“These are important because
for some people it’s their last
shot in trying to finally identify someone and I don’t want
to mix up,” she said. “I take my
work seriously and I know that
all the people who I am facially
reconstructing have loved ones
out there wanting to know what
happened to these people.”
The help of DNA testing
has helped give more pieces to
Nusse when she tries to reconstruct a face, she said.
She said she once made a bust
of a little girl, and afterward had
to remake it when DNA testing found out the victim was a
boy.
“What’s interesting is that
you start sometimes with the
skull, and from there, based
on the muscles and the ancestry, you go from there and
make a composite, but at the
same time it’s a hit or miss,”
Ma said. “Sometimes you need
to break it down and start over
whether you worked on it for
10 hours or 100 hours, you
need to be dedicated enough

SJSU President Mohammad
Qayoumi said he was confident
in the Research Foundation,
and wanted the city to continue the incubator programs, despite the financial difficulties.
“They are really looking at
the viability of that,” he said.
He also made it clear that
the university and the Research
Foundation’s finances were largely independent of one another.
Liccardo said the Redevelopment Agency has spent more
than $32 million in lease payments and improvements to the
incubator facilities since their
inception, while the Research
Foundation has paid only $2
million, mostly to employees.
Liccardo took his figures
from a 2009 report on the incubators prepared by three independent consultants.
The contents of that report,
and another from 2007, paint
a highly critical portrait of the
incubator program, particularly its management by the Research Foundation, he said.
Liccardo said it’s a picture
which contrasts sharply with
the glowing reports of success produced by the Research
Foundation and the Redevelopment Agency in previous years.
He said the reports’ findings
were based on publicly available documents, but he suspected the conclusions reached
by the Research Foundation
and the Redevelopment Agency were deliberately distorted
to save public face.
Liccardo claimed that for
the RDA’s $32 million investment, $1.2 million was claimed
in tax revenue, while less than
a sixth of that was actually
received, and by 2010 incubator graduate businesses would
have produced only 150 jobs
over the last decade and half
— according to Liccardo, that
included Research Foundation
employees.
He also said although in
2006 the foundation and the

agency claimed that 70 percent of graduate companies
were occupying space in San
Jose, the real figure was closer
to 11 percent — and since the
Research Foundation failed to
monitor or supervise its charges, despite contractual obligations to do so, 58 percent of incubator companies failed to get
business licenses.
Liccardo also claimed the
Research Foundation had a
conflict of interest when one of
its employees, Melinda Richter,
invested directly in a incubator
company, and later became its
president.
Liccardo said his allegations
come largely from the conclusions of both the 2009 and 2007
independent reports.
Mary Sidney of the Research
Foundation disputed the findings, saying that different consultants have different metrics
for success.
“I don’t think the numbers
were exaggerated,” she said,
referring to earlier reports produced by her organization and
the Redevelopment Agency,
which Liccardo claimed were
wildly overoptimistic.
Sidney said the reports paint
a bad picture of the incubators
and the Research Foundation,
but not the whole picture.
Liccardo said the incubation
centers were always intended
to be self-sufficient, and the
Redevelopment Agency was
never intended to pay rent year
after year.
He claimed one of the findings of the 2007 report was that
the Research Foundation was
ineffective in finding additional
sources of funding in things
like grants and sponsorships.
Sidney countered that such
self-sufficiency for this kind
of project is extraordinarily
difficult and extremely rare,
saying that 95 percent of such
programs in the U.S. are not
self-sufficient, a sentiment that
Richard Keit of the Redevelopment Agency shares.
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SpartaGuide
Growing a Garden City in San Jose,
presented by Jeremy Smith
Departments of Environmental Studies and
Communication Studies
Friday, Nov. 4
12 to 1 p.m.
Clark Hall 240
Disability Sport Expo 2011
Adapted Physical Activity Club and KIN 159
Sport and Adapted Activity Class
Monday, Nov. 7
4 to 7 p.m.
Spartan Complex 44B Gym
Career Center presents Drop-In Interviews
Career Center
Tuesday, Nov. 8
12 to 3 p.m.
Career Center, ADM 154

Gloria Nusse, forensic facial reconstruction specialist and San
Francisco State University lecturer, displays a finished facial
reconstruction sculpture that took over 40 hours to develop. Nusse
spoke Wednesday in Clark Hall about facial reconstruction and the
anatomy of the human face.
Photo by Stan Olszewski / Contributing Photographer

to know that you are presenting to the public may not be a
hit so you need to go back to the
drawing board and redo it all
again.”
Nusse recommends if students get into the field of facial
reconstruction, they find other
lines of work available.

“There is not much call for
this kind of work,” she said.
“Let’s not hope for it, because
it means there’s a lot of people
dying who are unidentified, and
it’s one of those things where
secretly on the inside you wish
there wasn’t a call for it despite
how interesting it may be.”

INCUBATOR: Costs, benefits disputed
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BioCenter is one of four joint programs affected by San Jose’s
withdrawal of funding from business incubators.
Photo courtesy of BioCenter

Of the originial $32 million invested by the
Redevelopment Agency, San Jose was
to receive $1.2 million in annual tax revenue
( a less than 4% return)
but received
less than a sixth
of the original
RDA claim.

By the time that Callidus Software, a graduate of the RDA incubator program,
left San Jose for Pleasanton 2010, graduate companies, in total, had created only

150

JOBS

in San Jose over the prior decade and a half.
Information from Sam Liccardo, the representative for District 3 for
the San Jose City Council, in regards to the Assessment of Incubator
Program analysis published by the San Jose Redevelopment Agency
Graphics by Leo Postovoit / Spartan Daily

“Very few are self sufficient,”
he said.
Sidney said she believes that
recent controversies have given
the Research Foundation some
incentive for introspection.
“We will take time to go
back and validate the numbers,”
she said.
Sidney is confident that the
Research Foundation can keep
the incubators alive on its own,
but Keit had a more cautious
appraisal.
Keit said he believes it is
theoretically possible for the
Research Foundation to make
enough money to support the
incubators, but it will be extremely difficult.
“I think they’re doing much
better now,” he said of the Re-

search Foundation, “but the
question is, is it enough to pay
the rent?”
Keit said he was troubled by
the implications of the 2009 and
2007 reports.
“The councilmember (Liccardo) was clearly right to look at
these studies,” he said.
Liccardo said he wanted
the city to do a thorough
audit of the incubator programs, but was defeated in
a 4-0 vote by the Rules and
Open Government committee, which claimed the audit
would be a waste of time and
money.
The city council is attempting
to “wash their hands” of the programs as quickly and thoroughly
as possible, Liccardo said.

Sixth Annual Poverty Under the Stars
Cesar Chavez Community Action Center
Thursday, Nov. 10
7 to 9 p.m.
Tommie Smith and John Carlos Statue garden
Sign up by Monday, Nov. 7. Overnight stay is
optional.
Silicon Valley Innovation Challenge
Deadline to enter is Wednesday, Nov. 16
See www.cob.sjsu.edu/SVIC/ for more details
Leadership Today: Social Justice Immersion
Leadership Retreat
Tuesday, Jan. 3 to Thursday, Jan. 5, 2012
Redwood Glen, Loma Mar
Applications now accepted through Nov. 3 and
are available in the Mosaic Cross Cultural Center,
Clark Hall 140, or at www.bitly.com/lt2012
Participation is free.
Aerobicthon 2011
Aerobics section, Department of Kinesiology
Friday, Dec. 2
4 to 6 p.m.
Spartan Complex 44B Gym
Admission is $5 per person
SpartaGuide is provided to students, staff and faculty, free of charge. The deadline
to submit is at noon, three working days prior to desired publication date. Entry
forms are available in Spartan Daily, DBH 209. Send emails to
spartandailyeditorial@sjsumedia.com titled “SpartaGuide.” Space restrictions may
require editing or exclusion of submissions. Entry is not guaranteed. Entries are
printed in order of which they are received.

The SJSU Research Foundation
failed to monitor its tenants.
58 percent of tenant companies
failed to even obtain a business
license, or to adequately supervise
the contractors managing the
incubators, despite specific
contractual requirements
to do so.
For now, Keit said the RDA
would continue to fulfill its
commitments to the incubator facilities until the expiration of the leases, and the
RDA was working on a transition plan that would be
put before the city council in
November.
Qayoumi said he has met
with members of the Research
Foundation to discuss finding
additional funding from sources
like corporate grants and sponsorships, as well as streamlin-

ing the operations of the incubators themselves through such
measures as contract re-negotiations and more efficient space
usage.
Sidney of the Research
Foundation echoed these ideas
as well, and was optimistic that these things could be
achieved.
Liccardo said he was less
than optimistic.
“That’s what we’ve been
urging them to do for the last
decade,” he said.

